25X1A

- Approvéd FS‘FRele%,&@M 120 | _wgg}siégwﬁmosoomogq o? 733

2% May 1965

v 14
TERGUGH:  Chief, Special Advisor for Vietsamese Affairs (SAVA)
Cidel, Imw&atio sal Bessareh Ares, OER .
Chiel, Internmtional Bervices Bivision, CER

FrOH ¢ Colel, Construotion Branch, DER

SUBJECT: General Terrain Festares snd Stetus of Major Roadz in Lé.-ot:im Y
handla West of NG :

3e  In genaral, this seoiion of the Lectian Panliendle eonsistz of junple-
coverad Xmet hills snd asrrow meonderdng river valleys, vhileh graduslly widen
gt the rlverr low westwncds fnto & eavannel oovered plaln.

2. The composition of the soll in thls arves is banicslly soadyesilt sud
silty~cluy, vashiel off the hisher tevrain ovar the centucies by the perennial
wmengsns. The sodl 1&; vy in f:»he higher elevelions aund i{n the Mi Gls Poos
sree averape =0 Togt deep, bub depthy of 620 fash sre cozmon in the vslleys.
South of doulo 9, the ol ln o cqngimmmim of #iltyesnnd, 541%, pnd ciliye
clay.  This pocticuder componition baz & batter loadbescing espai:ility then
the goil In ihe valleys Isriber north. Each yesr the enemy atterpis 1o allge
vinte trosblecpots in the rosd seetions treversing the lowlanda by bailding
hvyasees uhrm.:h blgber terrain, realisning some ecotions, mnd reconstructing
wohose sections tant ot ve avelded,

3. Following 1s & brisf dosceiption of the major roads.

&) Houtn 95 Thia voed is 4n ool conddtion although most of the old
portiomez thet had been agphalted sre now oxly crushed or packed
rock with en gpplicstlon of ditumincus materisla. The road 42 ot
lapst 12-16 feot wide, with oconslomsl wider soctions. The voed
btz 6 oad all-wentber sepability.

b} Eoute 911: This root cection Detwnen Foutes 23 cad 912 is falrly
gtralgut but traverces & relatively low sandy trsa which prezonts
sarlous relny sesson problems. Moal of the roedwoy iz 10-12 feet
wide, but & oy svctions are wide anork o accomolate two way
Traifia. A few poritions are cordurcyed for limited wetewesthor
traffic, ) :

- The portlon of roube DIl betwson Routes 912 and 9,
however, ig osrrow with ghery curves. Thls section troverses
bigher teryaln snd the bettew.soll conditicns provides & zood,
somebines stony, rond swrlace. Dauee Junyle hidos mueh of the
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roudbed Trom serlel cbaervetion, In addition, meny short Lyposses
prrpdlt mvenat m*o-«mdlt‘mquemly futerdicted seqtiona.

¢) EFoate §12: This wountainous roed wes well constructed in 1906 end
has good gredes and desinsge. Boms of the road in fhe hicher tere
rain nesr the border has been sur{sced with geevel, while other
sections have beon cordurorved.  Thoare are soveral atralsht
strotohen noar the Novrth Vietnomese border. Portdons of thiswond
have been widened to 20 feot or more; the ramminder is some 10-12
feot,

&) Router 92 and 92%:  These routez sre improved dirt roerds spproxis
pately 10 feet wide. Route 92 vunning in o geneyal sorih-siuth
direstion passes through stony tdlla eovered with dense juncle.
Boute 922 nesy tha South Vietnanwess berder traverses throuzh an

. wren of opmm, 2y terrain. Parcts of Foute §22 have been
eorduroyed and sirem;thessd by pleread-stecl~planking torn from
shendoned sirfields in the A Chan Vnlley. Due to the hllly ferrein
there are fow straight stretehes of rosde on eithor route.

@) Doate 23: Each yesr this roed west of its junotion with Route $11
sulfers extensive flosding during the rainy sezson besause it
treverses o particulerly lov region. The onaay io conbinually
eonstiucting Uypsesee throush higher terrain, bub theee byperses
uzuslly contadn sharp onxyes ond switchibecks,

Thia genersd sres 4z an open eaveonnch plcin'waﬁch iz

no longer heavily used by the enemy for the povement of aen snd
supplies soulhward to South Vietnam.
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